HEBDEN BRIDGE PROJECT
Sustainable
Communities

Setting out a Vision for the Sustainable Renaissance
of Hebden Bridge

Role of Sustainable Communities Vision
Focus on the future
Sustainable concepts
Guide development
Engage community
Encourage investment
The key is proactive community engagement, leading rather than
reacting to future development of the town.

Location

• Hebden Bridge in the County of West Yorkshire
within the Local Authority of Calderdale.
•Hebden Bridge lies in between Leeds and
Manchester with a good transport infrastructure to
both
•The market town is in the Upper Calder Valley to
the west of Halifax.

Hebden History
Early 1800's a number of new transport links were opened up, increasing the towns
accessibility.
The new valley road from Halifax to Burnley (today's A646).
An improved, less steep turnpike from Hebden Bridge to Keighley (today’s A6033).
The Rochdale Canal.
In 1839, the Manchester and Leeds railway
By end of 19th century the town underwent a population explosion, with nearly all of
what makes up today's central Hebden Bridge being built in the 1880s and 1890s.
After the decline of Hebden's corduroy and worsted industries in the 1960s, an influx of
hippies, attracted by cheap houses prices and stunning countryside managed to help the
town to reinvent itself as a cosmopolitan, alternative centre, with a lively arts community.
Contributing to its current status of 4Th funkiest town in the world, in 2005.
[http://www.hebdenbridge.com]
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Local Context
• The town is popular with commuters and is inhabited by home workers, media
professionals and academics who commute to Leeds and Manchester. It is also the
self-confessed lesbian capital of the North.
• Since as far back as the 1930s Hebden seems to have had a rather bohemian feel
to it.
• Independent shops thrive in Hebden, with a whole host of quirky retailers located
here. Not to mention the various organic delis and cafés dotted all over the town.
• The town hosts a series of arts festivals throughout the year.

Hebden Bridge Info
The population of the town itself is approximately
4,500.
Hebden Royd Town Civil Parish.
Hebden Bridge lies on the Rochdale Canal
There is a shortage of flat land as it is in a valley
so there was ‘upstairs downstairs’ houses which are
of 4-5 storeys.
High House Prices due to the shortage of land.
Average of £146,191
The Market Town has good transport links
including a train service from Leeds to Manchester.
Due to the Calder River and the Rochdale Canal,
Hebden Bridge is within a flood zone 3a which
means that the identified area has a significant
chance of flooding greater then 1.3%.

Sources: Communities and Local Government;
Office for National Statistics; Valuation Office Agency

Current Issues
Community – Reactive nature of current
community involvement.
Development Land – Shortage of land
suitable for development.
Housing – Supply and its affordability.
Parking – Problem for visitors and local
residents.
Tourism – Key economic role in the
town.

Current Issues
Traffic – The main high street is busy and
not pleasant for pedestrians.
Ageing population – Resulting in a
dependent population.
Young People – Lack of activities for
young people. which could leave to them
moving away and deviant behaviour.
Public space – Under pressure due to
lack of available land and existing
space not in the best condition.

The Vision.
“Sustainable future for Hebden Bridge where the
town is an exemplar for community forward
planning, renewable energy use and sustainable
transport options.”
Intended Outcomes
 Sustainable transport options

 Good Design of buildings

 Renewable Energy use

 Local Jobs

 Housing allocation tackled

 Opportunities for Investment

 High quality public space

 Exemplar Sustainable Community

Policy Context
The vision for Hebden Bridge recognises and develops on policies set in the soon to
be adopted core strategy (2011) for the Calderdale district.
670 new dwellings and the creation of 610 new jobs per annum in Calderdale,
requirements detailed in in the Yorkshire and Humber RSS.
At a local level the vision will look at the core strategy (2011) and try to
incorporate some of the aspects contained in 4 options the council has drafted up
for development in the Hebden Bridge area. Options mainly focussed around
housing provision.
Key Recognised Policy/Documents
Sustainable Communities Strategy – Calderdale
Saved Policy GP1 of the Calderdale UDP: Encouraging Sustainable Development
Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development
RSS Policy YH4: Regional cities and sub regional cities and towns , part B

Previous Community Involvement
• 2004 Planning and Compulsory Act made it obligatory for local authorities to produce a
Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
• Calderdale Councils statement of Community Involvement was adopted in February 2008

Past Community Involvement Plans and Attitudes in Hebden Bridge:
“£12 Million Car Park Plans”
Hebden Bridge Times 17th January 2008

‘It’ll turn mill into slum’ claims deputy Mayor
at planning meeting”
Hebden Bridge Times 29th March 2010

“Crowds pack in to see new hall plan”
Hebden Bridge Times 18th February 2010

“Hebden Bridge is out of control”

“Wind Farm Proposals”

discussion started by C Whittaker 23 Aug 2008(Hebweb)

“Move to grassroots on planning”
Hebden Bridge Times 4th March 2010

“What Hebden Bridge’s Garden Street battle
should tell us about the planning system”
Discussion started by N Wilding 30 September 2008 (Hebweb)

Jo M 22 October 2007

Community Engagement
“Our vision is for Calderdale to be an attractive place where people are prosperous,
healthy and safe, supported by excellent services and a place where we value everyone
being different and through our actions demonstrate that everyone matters”
Methods of Community Involvement for the
Sustainable Communities Vision:
• Frontloading of information
• Community are at the forefront of the
project
• Pro-active approaches- move away
from the negative attitudes
• Co-operative partnerships
• Workshops at suitable times
• Easy access to information

Transport
Improve public transport access by
reducing fares
Increase number of bus and train services
to encourage visitors
20mph limit around town centre.
Improve pedestrian access through
walkability audit and placement of new
crossings.

Parking is something which is identified as
a major problem in Hebden Bridge.
New park and ride scheme on existing
bus route into town.
Underground parking at station
Double Yellows on roads near pay and
display car parks
Resident parking schemes

Transport
Cycling is a major focus.
With the introduction of better
quality cycle lanes and
connectivity with other cycle
routes.
Bike racks around key services
and bike shed at station
Lighting of cycle routes so they
can be used all year round

Neighbourhood & Housing
Housing
Supply – develop further housing options
Affordable – All developers provide affordable housing
Appropriate – Providing for the need of the local population
First time buyer incentive scheme – Help local people onto the
housing ladder

Neighbourhood
Provision for elderly so they can continue
to engage in community
Facilities for young people developing
new and improving existing

Green Economy
The vision aims to encourage installation of
wind turbines that don’t intrude on the
natural scenery as well as encourage people
to use greener sources of energy.
The town has a great history of local
produce and the vision wants to encourage
this as well as look at possibilities of
increasing size and appeal of local farmers
markets etc that happen in the town.
Knowledge economy – investment in the
alternative energy centre and links to higher
education institutions

Facilities
This could be done by enhancing existing
playing fields and recreation grounds in the
area through development of facilities such as a
clubhouse or bandstand.
Possible site for such development could be the
playing field located to the south east of the
town centre in-between the canal and railway
line.
Make improvements to existing playground and
sports facilities.
Expand the skate park
Preservation and making the most of town hall
and cinema as focus for community
Looking at the current use of commercial
buildings in the town centre

Hebden Bridge - New Business Scheme
The scheme offers successful applicants:
50% towards Rental Costs in year 1
25% towards Rental Costs in year 2
A large percentage of the cost of Fit Out/ Shop front
Improvements and/ or New Street Café Furniture.
The scheme specifically aims to support those specialist retailers
offering a niche product range that will positively contribute to the
overall town centre offer.

Public Space
The aim is to create small and
manageable spaces scattered
across the town.
Possible reallocation of some
public space, either for housing
or development of community
facilities.
Provision of bins with recycling
options across public space
Provide attractive, inclusive
seating areas for everyone to
enjoy.

Design
The scheme will look to use
contemporary designs that tie in
with the existing built and
natural landscape.
Public consultation in the past
has shown this to be of upmost
importance to the residents and
must be considered in all levels
of plan creation.
Green energy and resources
will be used in any new
developments linking to the
alternative energy centre

Resources
Need both human and non capital resources to be
important.
Voluntary Resources – local people/businesses
Pro-active Partnerships
Different levels of funding from local and wider sources

Partnerships & Funding
Past Example – Hebden bridge Public Realm Scheme
Key Partners

Funding

Upper Calder Valley
Renaissance
Yorkshire Forward

£300,000

Calderdale Council

£1,457,605

Hebdon Royd Town Council
Hebdon Royd Partnership
Hebden Bridge Business
Association
Interreg IIIB (European)

£100,000

Conclusion
Hebden Bridge has a rich heritage and a strong local
community which it is famed for. This is something we
will look to enhance and use the local knowledge and
ideas of local residents to help bring Hebden Bridge
into the 21st Century and create a strong sustainable
future for the town.

Q&A

Questions??
Questions????

