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Vision
To formulate and deliver a series of projects
designed to build upon the existing assets and
experience of the people of Hebden Bridge,
shaping the place as one of the most
innovative and exciting sustainable
communities in Britain.
Hebden Bridge is recognised as a thriving town built upon
the involvement and creativity of its local community.
Sustainability is a key component of its economic and
environmental direction. Tension is a feature of its way of
life, created by the sometimes conflicting demands of local
needs and tourism.
The following key objectives are identified:
N
To understand the needs and issues facing the local
community.
N To build an active economy shaped by local people.
N To work with the environmental, tourist, and heritage
opportunities presented by the town.
N To provide a framework for the development of Hebden
Bridge for the middle of the 21st Century.
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1.0 Introduction
1.1 The Purpose of the Document
This document aims to articulate a vision for the sustainable
development of Hebden Bridge.
Information has been gathered relating to the history of the
area and local demographics.
Most importantly, the
opinions of the local community have been sought in order
to identify the current challenges faced by Hebden Bridge
and to formulate a number of ‘Sustainable Development
Proposals’ for the town.

Gouged out by glaciers, the Calder Valley hills rise steeply on either
side of Hebden Bridge and are littered with villages and
settlements that grew up when the valley floor was an impassable
quagmire. Both the Rochdale Canal and the River Calder pass
through the centre of the town.
Hebden Bridge is dissected by the A646, (Burnley Road) which
provides the only major vehicular access in and out of the town. In
terms of rail connectivity, Hebden Bridge railway station lies on the
Caldervale Line between Manchester Victoria and Leeds Railway
Station, providing links to locations throughout the north of
England.

1.2 The Area of Hebden Bridge
Hebden Bridge is a small Pennine town located within the
borough of Calderdale. Situated in the very heart of West
Yorkshire’s Bronte Country, nearby are the towns of
Sowerby Bridge, Halifax and Mytholmroyd, which is famous
in itself as the birth place of the poet Ted Hughes.
Overlooking Hebden Bridge is the hilltop village of
Heptonstall where the local community was largely based
until the early 19th century.

The area has one of the best rights-of-way networks in Britain and
several national way-marked trails pass through Hebden Bridge.
Britain's first and arguably its best known National Trail, the
Pennine Way, passes close by which follows a 270 mile route from
Kirk Yetholm in the Scottish Borders to Edale in Derbyshire. The
Calderdale Way, a 50-mile (80 km) circular route around the Calder
Valley also skirts the town and is one of the most popular local
routes for walking.
In addition, a growing network of bridleways are making excellent
mountain-biking and horse-riding routes, including the 42-mile
Mary Towneley Loop which passes through Calderdale, Rochdale
and Lancashire and has become a favourite with walkers, off-road
bikers and riders. It was the first section of the Pennine Bridleway
National Trail to open, and features wild moorland, hidden
reservoirs, ancient packhorse trails, valleys, grit stone walls and
mill chimneys.
“If you love specialised arts and craft shops, second hand
bookshops and real ale pubs, cosy live music venues, canal
towpath walking and walking in stunning Hardcastle Crags and
along the nearby Calderdale Way then Hebden Bridge is perfect for
you” (www.hebdenbridge.co.uk/tourist-info).
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1.0 Introduction
1.3 The People of Hebden Bridge
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12, 082
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51.5%

Population Density

1.2 persons per hectare

Number of Electors

9, 141 (December 2009)

Distribution, Hotels and Restaurants

Banking, Finance and Insurance

In 2009, there were a total of 5,334 households within the
ward, 74.4% of which were owner occupied, 11.3% were
social housing and the remaining 14.1% were privately
rented or other households (Calderdale Council chargeable
dwellings 2009).
The Calder Ward has a higher proportion in the middle age
range between the ages of 25 and 59 (52.2%), and
somewhat lower numbers of children, young adults and older
people compared to the district as a whole. Numbers of
school-age children have fallen since 2001, but otherwise
there have been few changes in the age-profile of the ward.
Population Structure
(ONS 2007 Mid-Year Estimates)
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The Office of National Statistics Survey (2007) revealed that the
population of the Calder Ward was 12,082, 95.1% of whom were
born within the UK. Incidentally, of the 4.9% of the ward’s
population born outside the UK, the largest numbers originate in
Western Europe, followed by Asia.
The Annual Business Enquiry (2008) revealed that slightly less than
half of the total Calder Ward workforce lives in this or neighbouring
wards. A significantly higher proportion are employed in
manufacturing compared to the district as a whole, and
considerably less in the financial sector. Between 2006 and 2008,
there was a slight fall in overall employment within the ward.
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1.0 Introduction
1.4 The Local History of Hebden Bridge
Although evidence has been found to indicate pre-Roman
settlement in the area, the town of Hebden Bridge grew as
a river crossing for pack horses laden with cloth, salt and
food. Initially a wooden bridge was built over the river,
which was later replaced by the stone bridge that is evident
today dated 1510.

Several new transport routes were opened where movement had
previously been restricted due to the local topography, such as the
new valley road from Halifax to Burnley (today’s A646), the
Rochdale Canal, and the Manchester and Leeds railway in 1839.
Such advances led to significant innovations in the textile industry,
transforming it from a largely home based, to a factory based
activity. Weaving and spinning machinery was introduced and the
steep valley walls provided an ideal opportunity to use water power
to fuel the new mills.
Then in the 1850s, a local entrepreneur, William Barker realised
that rather than simply producing the material for it to be
transported elsewhere, there was a market for Hebden Bridge to
produce its own clothes. By the close of the 19th century, the town
had established itself as a major centre for the manufacture of
workers’ clothing, and as a result of such, the town underwent a
population boom, with nearly all of what makes up today’s
Hebden Bridge being built throughout the1880s and 1890s.

Source: http://www.hebdenbridgehistory.org.uk/

Hebden Bridge was put on the map in 1643 when an
important battle in the Civil War took place on this very
bridge from which the town now derives its name.
Prior to the 19th Century most habitation and transport in
the area developed on the uplands rather than the valley
bottom which at the time was an impassable quagmire.
At this time, the community, consisting of farmers and
handloom weavers was based at Heptonstall, high on the
hillside. Hebden Bridge consisted of just the bridge over the
river and the White Lion Hotel.
During the Industrial Revolution however, this activity
relocated into the valley bottom and the river was harnessed
to power the cotton mills of the Calder and its tributaries.

In the years leading up to World War I, the town was world
famous for its production of ready made fustian clothing. And, as
the process of industrialisation gained momentum in the western
world, and the majority of manual workers wore fustian (or
corduroy) clothing, the prosperity of Hebden Bridge was made.
For the first time in its history, the
population of Hebden Bridge
surpassed nearby towns of
Heptonstall and Old Town put
t o g e t h e r. H o w e v e r, d e s p i t e
remaining that way ever since,
some of the population has since
returned to the surrounding hills,
mainly as a result of council
estates built since the close of
World War II.
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1.4 The Local History of Hebden Bridge (cont)
In the early part of the 20th Century, the population of Hebden
Bridge was around 7000. By the 1961 census, this number had
vastly reduced to 4761. This can be blamed partly on the
demolition of old property in Hebden Bridge following the close
of World War II, and the shift of the population to new council
estates in Mytholmroyd at a similar time. The rest of the
discrepancy is due to the fact that Hebden Bridge was at its
industrial peak at the onset of the 20th century.
A key element to the success of Hebden Bridge was its
versatility, as such during World War I the town was geared to
produce thousands of khaki uniforms for the troops, and
following the decline of fustian clothing, the town quickly
switched to sports and casual wear. This success remained
throughout the depression years of the 1920s and 1930s when
Hebden Bridge kept its employment figures higher than that of
neighbouring towns.
After World War II however, industrial decline gathered
momentum, and Hebden Bridge experienced the same decline
as its neighbouring Pennine textile towns. During the 1960s,
the mill workers fled to find employment elsewhere and the
town entered a depression; “at one point in the seventies there
was talk of terraced houses changing hands for the price of a
night out” (Maconie, 2007, p246).

As the mill workers left the town, impoverished ‘hippies’ were
highly attracted to the idea of settling down in a picturesque town
with artistic affiliations, such as Sylvia Plath in Heptonstall and Ted
Hughes in Mytholmroyd. It soon became known that “you could
squat in real stone cottages and sturdy artisan’s terraces, grow
your hair and grow your own without too much hassle”. The
Hippies told their friends. They came, they saw, they set up
juggling shops and wholefood delis and over three decades
Hebden Bridge has blossomed into what’s been called ‘the
Hampstead of the north’. The tolerant atmosphere has made it the
‘lesbian capital of Britain’ – ladies Sapphic tastes outnumbering
their hetero sisters by six to one, its said – which has led Bernard
Ingham to call it ‘tantamount to Sodom and Gomorrah’ (Maconie
2007, p246).
In recent years Hebden Bridge has experienced a direct reversal of
the 1960s trends and the town is now attracting a high number of
yuppies, commuting from their home to nearby cities of
Manchester and Leeds.
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1.5 Policy Context
It is recognised that any development plan or vision for
Hebden Bridge must take into account national, regional
and local policies which relate to the issues and the area.
For this purpose the Regional Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire
and the Humber to 2026 (May 2008) (RSS) and the
Calderdale Unitary Development Plan August 2006
(Amended August 2009) (UDP) have been considered. In
addition to this, Calderdale’s Sustainable Communities
Strategy has been recognised within the Vision for Hebden
Bridge.
Calderdale Sustainable Communities Strategy
There are a number of priorities and desired outcomes of
the vision for Hebden Bridge that are shared with this
strategy and these are as follows;
N Safeguarding the areas future and achieving economic
prosperity for all;
N Improve the quality of the environment and promote
respect for local heritage;
N Prosper as a place where people can feel safe and are
encouraged to get involved in shaping their future;
N Ensure that people stay in control of their lives and play a
full and active role in society;
N Ensure the place gives every child and young person the
opportunity to thrive, be safe and happy; and
N Work to ensure that the differences in health, quality of
life and economic prosperity are reduced.

Calderdale Unitary Development Plan August 2006
(amended August 2009) (UDP) & Regional Spatial Strategy
for Yorkshire and the Humber to 2026 (May 2008) (RSS)
The town centre of Hebden Bridge comprises a primary shopping
frontage (S6) with secondary shopping areas located in the vicinity
(S7). Also located within the town centre is the Old Bridge at Old
Gate which is a designated Archaeological Site Class 1 (BE22 &
BE23).
To the north of the town centre is an area of primary employment
use with a smaller employment area to the east (E1).
Housing surrounds the town centre and employment areas (H2)
and is interspersed with pockets of urban open space, the most
sizable being Calder Homes Park to the south of Hebden Bridge
near the railway station which has been designated as a locally
important park (NE14).
The town centre and surrounding area is a designated
conservation area (BE18) and the whole of Hebden Bridge is
located on a designated wildlife corridor (NE15). It is dissected by
the Rochdale Canal and the River Calder (EP12-EP23) and is
virtually surrounded by Green Belt (UDP GNE1 & RSS TH9) and
Special Landscape Area (NE12).
Planning Policy Statement 1 – Sustainable Development is
also relevant.
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2.0 Community Involvement in the Vision
Effective consultation, communication and resident
involvement should be at the centre of creating a thriving
and sustainable community.
A vision for the future of
Hebden Bridge should be based on the values, ideas and
needs of the community and it is essential to ascertain these
from the local people. This is an opportunity for a long
lasting partnership to be developed between local residents,
interest groups, and the Council to ensure and
improvements made in Hebden Bridge are sustainable in the
long term. It is therefore essential to ensure comprehensive
and meaningful consultation takes place not only in the
making of this document but throughout the lifetime of the
project.
Extensive consultation has been undertaken by Calderdale
Metropolitan Borough Council and its partners throughout
Calderdale as part of the Local Development Framework
(LDF) Core Strategy Issues and Options. This has been
undertaken in a number of different formats in order to
reach the broadest range and as many people as possible.

Early engagement of communities is key to achieving effective,
appropriate and sustainable change and there were many early
engagement meetings held throughout Calderdale with the Local
Authority, the public and partners between January 2008 and
January 2009.
As well as general consultation throughout the area there have
been a number of events aimed specifically at Hebden Bridge. The
first of which was in February 2008. Planning officers attended
Hebden Royd Parish Council to give a presentation about the LDF.
This was followed in July 2008 with a meeting held by the Hebden
Bridge Group in which discussions regarding the LDF and Green
Belt review were undertaken. Comments from this event were
collated and received by the Council in response to the proposals.
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2.0 Community Involvement in the Vision

(cont)

In addition to meetings held by local groups the Council
organised road shows across Calderdale where the public
were given the opportunity to discuss issues with officers. A
road show was held on 20th November 2008 at the Hope
Street Baptist Church for Hebden Bridge residents.
26
residents attended this and their main areas of concern
have been used as evidence for this document.
Two events were held by Yorkshire Planning Aid supported
by Calderdale Council and Pennine Housing with the Tenants
Federation in which people were invited to express their
likes and dislikes about the area they lived which raised
some important issues particularly regarding housing.

As well as direct consultation consideration has been given to
the discussions and opinions presented at Calder Ward Forum
meetings and HEB WEB, a local community web forum.
Although this was not direct consultation with the community it
provided a useful insight into the views and aspirations of the
local community.
The views and opinions of local residents regarding Hebden
Bridge gathered from this array of community events, forums
and consultation has been used to ensure that the vision for
Hebden Bridge is one that the community both wants and
needs.
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3.0 The Challenges Facing Hebden Bridge in 2010
3.1 The Economy and Transport
The Calder Ward population structure shows a higher
proportion in the middle age range 25 to 59 and a lower
number of children, young adults and older people compared
to district as a whole. The ward having population between 25
to 44 of 28.1% in comparison to 27.6% in the district. 24.1%
of the population is 45 to 59 in comparison to 24.1% in the
district.
The ethnic group of the population as at the 2001 census was
overwhelmingly white (98%), which is higher than the district
as a whole (93%)
The distribution of household incomes in 2009 was very similar
to the District, although somewhat fewer households in Calder
are on low incomes. 7.5% of the population earn between 0 to
£10,000 in comparison to 8.1% in the district.
Owner-occupation and privately rented housing exceed the
District average and there is correspondingly less social
housing. 11.3% is social housing in comparison to 16.9% in
the district.
The proportion of households receiving one of the employment
related benefits is substantially below the district average, as is
the claimant count unemployment rate. 17.3% claiming
benefits in comparison to 21.3% population in the district.
1.8% claiming free school meals in comparison to 3.3% in the
district.

Hebden Bridge aspires to be the ‘Pennine Centre’ and symbolises
a ‘rural’ place/ location.
92% - moor top residents defined Hebden Bridge as rural
94% - village residents defined Hebden Bridge as rural
88% - small town residents defined Hebden Bridge as semi-rural
In 2009, retail businesses occupied 1,150 sq m of floor space in
the town centre. 11% of outlets relate to retail while the national
average for the UK is 13%. ‘Health and Beauty’ are particularly
dominant in this sector, accounting for 12 (67%) of all retail
service outlets. This clearly indicates that there is lack of large
suitable retail units to attract larger businesses.
In 2009, the town centre was also occupied with premises relating
to leisure services. 24.4% of premises (36.8% floor space) was
occupied by leisure services compared to a national average of
21.5% premises (22.7% of floor space).
Hebden Bridge is therefore well provided for in this sector with
both the proportion of outlets and the proportion of floorspace
occupied being above the national average. There is a good spread
of leisure services offered within Hebden Bridge, including a
number of public houses, cafés, fast food and takeaway outlets
and restaurants. This service area is well served by tourists
attracted to the town centre and surrounding areas.

Data regarding employment in workplace show a higher
proportion of the population working in manufacturing (30%)
and distribution, hotel and restaurants (26%). The proportion
of population receiving work related benefits has risen by
3.6% in 2010 of working age population.
Challenge: There is a higher proportion of population of
working age living in Calder Ward, where there are expensive
private sector properties (shown by higher Council Tax Band)
and lack of social housing. A high proportion of this population
was employed in industry (manufacturing and leisure/ tourist
related) which has been hit by the credit crunch thus the
unemployment is rising.
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3.0 The Challenges Facing Hebden Bridge in 2010

(cont)

Therefore the main economic challenges are as follows:
N There is high proportion of retail offer related to leisure
and tourist industry. This retail offer is traditionally smaller
in size and provides employment in smaller numbers. This
industry is also dependent upon changes to disposable
income which is currently affected by the credit crunch.
N The lack of town identity – ‘Sapphic capital of North’ /
‘Lesbian capital of the North’ – There is no clear official
direction as to what image town wants to aspire to.
N More and more people are forced to work in cities nearby
due to the decline in manufacturing . This self perpetuating
trend stops inward investment.
N Hebden Bridge is served by just one major arterial route,
making travel into and out of Hebden Bridge slower.
Overall, Hebden Bridge’s challenge is to be economically
competitive whilst maintaining its distinctiveness of having
higher proportion of independent retailers and aspiration to
maintain this distinctiveness.
Furthermore, the town must maintain it’s ‘green
credentials’. These have developed over the years leading
to an award for the first town in Yorkshire to become ‘Fair
Trade’ in 2003. Hebden Bridge is a base for the Alternative
Technology Centre, attracting individuals and businesses
relating to Green Businesses.

Inspired Communities

3.0 The Challenges Facing Hebden Bridge in 2010

(cont)

3.2 Housing
In 2006 the size of the property market in Hebden Bridge
was 5875 homes. When compared against a national
average compound annual growth rate (CAGR) over the last
5 years of 12.5%, the growth in this postcode district has
been 11.5%. This could well be because this is a dynamic
local economy and housing market. Property price growth in
this area has significantly exceeded growth in earnings and
the national average house price growth, and so the
likelihood of it continuing will be dependent upon price
earnings ratio, as well as investment by developers and local
authorities in continually upgrading local infrastructure,
schools, in addition to the continued strength of the local
and national economies and any other economies upon
which the area depends.
When examining the ability of consumers to further extend
themselves in the face of increasing property prices, many
commentators pay close attention to the price earnings
ratio. Price Earnings Ratio in this postcode district is 11.9.
Over half of the properties in the area are Terraced Houses,
at 50.6% of the total housing stock. Flats account for the
lowest percentage of the housing stock in this district, at
only 10.3%. The property in this area caters well for retirees
and young couples who do not have large families. Socially
rented accommodation represents 12% of the total rented
accommodation in the area. The majority of property in this
area is owner occupied.
A large proportion of new build by private developers is sold
to investors from outside Hebden Bridge, moving from the
south to live in the countryside and working in nearby cities
such as Manchester.
The main housing challenge is that new developments are
in private sector housing which is targeted by developers at
investors from outside the town. Local residents feel pushed
out due to affordability.

3.3 Community Regeneration
According to NOMIS in Calderdale, 23.7% of the population has
NVQ4 or above level qualification, 41.4% NVQ3, 62.3% NVQ2,
78.4% NVQ1, 7.3% have other qualifications and 14.3% have no
qualifications. In comparison to Yorkshire and Humberside and
Great Britain, there is higher proportion of people with no
qualifications. Furthermore there is a lesser proportion of people
with NVQ level 4 and 3.
The creative industries are those industries that are based on
individual creativity, skill and talent. They are also those that have
the potential to create wealth and jobs through developing
intellectual property. 17% of Calderdale’s creative industry is
based in Hebden Bridge. This represents the third largest
concentration; just below Halifax town Centre (21%) and NorthEast Halifax (19%).
The challenge is to identify how to maintain or increase skills levels
in growing industries such as creative industries; and how to reskill people who are coming out of declining industries or which are
hit by the credit crunch such as manufacturing, construction and
financial sector.
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(cont)

3.4 Anti Social Behaviour and Drug Abuse
To reduce street drinking and related anti-social behaviour
in the Town Centre and around Calder Homes Park was
cited as a Calderdale (Upper Valley) Neighbourhood Policing
Team priority.
Dealing with anti-social behaviour was identified as a top
concern by local residents during Partners and Communities
Together meetings (PACT).
In 2005/6 reports of anti social behaviour in Hebden Bridge
were significantly higher (per 1000 population) than the
national average (FindaProperty.com). And although figures
are declining, anti social behaviour is still a clear problem in
the town.
Tackling drug abuse in Calder Homes Park was cited as a
Calderdale (Upper Valley) Neighbourhood Policing Team
priority.
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Sustainable Development Proposals
The following Sustainable Development Proposals show the
anticipated actions which are planned in response to the
recognised challenges.
The current policy context is noted alongside each action point
(where relevant), with an indication of the proposed phasing:
S = Short term initiative (within 12 months)
M = Medium term initiative (within 1-5 years)
L = Long term initiative (within 5-10 years)
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4.0 Hebden Bridge Sustainable Development Proposals
4.1 The Economy and Tourism
Challenges

Actions

Phasing / Policy Context

Rising unemployment due to the decline
of local manufacturing industry.

Develop a mini hydroelectric scheme, owned by the community,
such as the one operated in Settle, North Yorkshire.

M

Rising unemployment due to the decline
of local manufacturing industry.

Promote the tourism economy and the potential for establishment of
Green Industries (including green manufacturing) to occupy former
manufacturing sites. Raise the profile of the Alternative Technology
Centre.

S Yorkshire & Humberside RSS
Policy E6

A high proportion of the retail provision
is aimed at tourists.

Encourage more visitors to the town.

M

Many visitors do not stay in the town
long enough to contribute to the
economy.

Provide local short courses based on the natural environment and
alternative technologies, to encourage visitors to utilise more of the
town’s facilities.

M Yorkshire & Humberside RSS
Policy E 6

Many visitors do not stay in the town
long enough to contribute to the
economy.

Create nature trails with local artwork.

S

Calder Homes Park is in need of
improvement.

Extend the skate park, refurbish the pavilion café, and refurbish the
tennis courts.

M

Visitors need to be encouraged to stay
for longer.

Introduce woodland management courses for skills, natural products
and biodiversity. Introduce forest schools, including camping and
practical outdoor skills for young people, bee farming, bird hides,
wood crafts, charcoal burning, wood chip production.

M/L Calderdale MBC UDP
Paragraphs 11.62 – 11.69
Yorkshire & Humberside RSS
Policy ENV 6

The Alternative Technology
Centre, Hebden Bridge
Settle Hydro
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4.0 Hebden Bridge Sustainable Development Proposals
4.2 Transport
Challenges

Actions

Phasing / Policy
Context

Parking shortage.

Review the previously proposed schemes in the light of community
comments and objections and prepare suitable amendments for
consideration.

S Calderdale MBC UDP
T18

Parking shortage.

Residents protected parking times to be reduced so that non-residents can
park in residents spaces between the hours of 8am and 4pm.

S Calderdale MBC UDP
T18

Parking shortage.

Invite alternative design proposals for the Garden Street site, in consultation
with the community.

S Calderdale MBC UDP
T18

Town centre congestion, due to
Hebden Bridge being served by just
one arterial route.

Promote increased use of rail links through local incentives for rail users, for
example discounts at local businesses.

S

Town centre congestion, due to
Hebden Bridge being served by just
one arterial route.

Car parking at the railway station to be extended, in line with the
recommendations of the Department for Transport’s (2009) Better Rail
Stations.

M

Town centre congestion, due to
Hebden Bridge being served by just
one arterial route.

Encourage increased use of car-sharing scheme ‘Our Car’, and greater
promotion of Hebden Bridge as being easily accessible by public transport.

M

Lack of legible pedestrian link between
the train station and the town centre.

Create a distinctive entrance and an easy-to-follow walkway through Calder
Homes Park, way-marked by public art.

M Calderdale MBC UDP
OS1 & BE10

4.0 Hebden Bridge Sustainable Development Proposals
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4.3 Housing
Challenges

Actions

Phasing / Policy
Context

Gentrification, lack of affordable
housing, and inflated house prices.

New housing schemes to include a 20% proportion of affordable properties,
evenly distributed across the area. Mixed tenure to be encouraged.

M/L

Pressure on land and topographical
constraints.

Housing development sites identified within the Strategic Housing Availability
Assessment to be prioritised and promoted.

S/M Strategic Housing
Assessment

Insensitive development.

Require all developers to carry out a community planning event prior to
submission of major or controversial planning applications.

S/M

Insensitive development.

A detailed design brief to be created for Hebden Bridge.

M Calderdale MBC UDP
GBE1

4.0 Hebden Bridge Sustainable Development Proposals
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4.4 Anti Social Behaviour and Drug Abuse
Challenges

Actions

Phasing / Policy
Context

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Increased provision of CCTV and street lighting.

S Calderdale MBC UDP
BE7

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Maintenance and upkeep of areas, emphasise the importance of landscaping schemes in
development briefs.

M Calderdale MBC UDP
BE3

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Avoid enclosed areas of public realm.

M Calderdale MBC UDP
BE6 & BE4

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Encourage participation in Neighbourhood Watch schemes and establish a process by
which members can provide feedback for the Police.

S Neighbourhood
Watch / Police

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Increase police patrols particularly through anti social behaviour hotspots such as Calder
Homes Park.

S

Anti social behaviour and
drug abuse.

Design spaces that attract youths, but are a more regulated and easily supervised
environment. For example, bring the disused pavilion back into use as an indoor leisure
facility / youth club / cafe.

M Calderdale MBC UDP
BE6 & BE4

Go Ape, Grizedale Forest,
Lake District
Calder Homes Park

4.0 Hebden Bridge Sustainable Development Proposals
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4.4 Anti Social Behaviour and Drug Abuse
Challenges

Actions

Phasing / Policy
Context

Tackling drug abuse in Calder
Homes Park.

Maintain the environment so that people can easily be seen by other uses of the
park, staff or anyone who may pass by the park, path or playground.

S Calderdale MBC UDP
BE4 & BE6

Tackling drug abuse in Calder
Homes Park.

Natural access in and out controlled by means such as a flower bed, hedge or fence.
The key is that something should signal “walk here” or “do not walk” there.
Therefore a person in a walking area should not look out of place.

M

Tackling drug abuse in Calder
Homes Park.

Territorial reinforcement used to distinguish the park. For example signage,
sculptures and public art, flower beds, maintained grassed areas, facilities such as
benches and litter bins show that someone cares about the space.

M

Anti social behaviour and drug
abuse.

Introduce Street Angel Initiative, similar to nearby towns such as Halifax and
Burnley.

S

Anti social behaviour and drug
abuse.

Encourage reporting of graffiti by publicising contact details of Calderdale Council’s
graffiti response unit.

S

Examples of territorial
reinforcement: Sculptures
and Public Art at Greenwood
Forest Park, North Wales
and Grizedale Forest, Lake
District

www.streetangels.org.uk

5.0 Delivery and Management
5.1 Leadership
Yorkshire Forward identifies ‘Re-Thinking’ as the first stage
in the ‘Renaissance Process’ of a local community.
Regeneration is understood as being more than the
upgrading and re-development of the built environment.
The use of the word ‘renaissance’ sets the purpose of
regeneration free to involve the whole of place-making,
including its people and the economic and social activities
undertaken there.
The Millennium Clock in
Hebden Bridge –
Time for Rethinking and
Renaissance in this Upper
Calderdale market town.
PPS12 describes local authorities as “place-shapers” and
ascribes to them a key role in delivering a strategy for
creative sustainable development. Intrinsic to this role is the
part the authority must play in developing partnerships, with
the public, private and voluntary sectors being drawn in to
the planning process.
The process of ‘re-thinking’ advocated by Yorkshire
Forward begins with the establishment of a Community
Action Group, or ‘Town Team’. The Upper Calder Valley
currently has such a Town Team in place. Recognising the
tensions that exist amongst the various communities that
comprise this region, it is anticipated that the delivery body
for this project will be a local Hebden Bridge-based
Community Action Group. The composition of the group
would be made up of local authority officers and members,
with partnership representation and private sector and
community representatives. It is expected that the Upper
Calder Valley Town Team would especially be represented,
both to draw upon the expertise gained in their work across
the local communities and also to provide reflection on the
implications of the schemes to be delivered on the
neighbouring towns and villages.

Yorkshire Forward and other funding bodies provide expert advice
from across a wide range of professional fields relevant to the
delivery of local community development schemes, and their
involvement with the Community Action Group would be pivotal to
the success of any project undertaken.
It would be the role of the Community Action Group to understand
the hopes and needs of the place they represent and to identify
the opportunities that exist for promoting projects that would
continue the work of ‘renaissance’ and promote the continuing
sustainable development of their community. In doing this the
Group would be responsible for engaging the public in developing
a vision for their ‘place’ and taking ownership of their ‘placeshaping’.
Hebden Bridge Leadership role provides
a bridge between
community and
partnership bodies to
realize the vision.

Community development leadership would shape the way the
programme was delivered. Within its purview would lie the task of
linking national and local planning policies and strategies to the
project in hand, analysing policy to identify and develop good
practice in carrying the project forward (cf. Evison with Roe 2009).
Theirs, too, would be the responsibility to build networks of
support with planning and development practitioners and funding
bodies. The long-term sustainability of the programme can only be
found in the provision of dependable advice and solid financial
backing at the beginning. Together with on-going practical support
and provision of education and training to achieve a level of skills
and competency, the leadership would be investing in the
community stakeholders and those working directly on the project,
ensuring a viable, optimistic, long-term future for the project.
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5.0 Delivery and Management
5.1 Leadership

5.2 Community Engagement

The Community Action Group would appoint a Project
Manager. If it were feasible for this to be an officer currently
working for the Upper Calder Valley Town Team then this
would provide a person who already has the knowledge and
expertise for delivering local projects. However, it would be
for the Community Action Group to determine whether or
not this person would be able to provide the time required
for delivery of the planned projects within the anticipated
scales. If not, then the Action Group would be responsible
for a new appointment. It would be this person’s
responsibility to oversee the project on a day-to- day basis.
He or she would report back to the Action Group on a
regular basis, being accountable for the use of funds, for the
management and training of staff and volunteers. The
Community Action Group would be responsible to the
Project Manager for providing guidance on implementing the
vision, for the provision of funds and for being a source of
expertise for consultation in the project’s delivery.

The importance of community engagement should not be
underestimated. Local residents put down roots into their
communities and that belonging can become “a vital component of
their social identity”. Quoting the work of Patsy Healey (1992),
Jean Hillier writes further that “Planning requires giving voice, ear
and respect to all participants and their values, images and
identities” (Hillier in Madanipour, A., Hull, A., and Healey, P., ed.
(2001) page 70-71).

Leadership Strategy
a) To establish a Community Action Group comprising of
councillors from Calderdale MBC and Hebden Royd Town
Council, representatives of the planning department, the
Upper Calder Valley Town Team, the Hebden Civic Trust,
Yorkshire Forward, Renaissance Friends, the local media,
local community organisations and local residents.
b) To integrate the project with national and local policies
and strategies and to liaise with government and other
bodies on community development.
c) To build a network with public and private sector interests
to secure funding and on-going training to provide for the
long-term sustainability of the project.

Understanding what may be a whole range of local concerns
about the “place qualities and capacities” (Hull and Vigar in Hillier
in Madanipour, A., Hull, A., and Healey, P., ed. (2001) page 220) of
the community should be part of that engagement process.
Hebden Bridge residents have expressed disquiet over a number of
development schemes in recent years. A Community Planning
Event will be of the essence in enabling the delivery of the Hebden
Bridge Project. The sharing of ideas and vision should not only
permit stakeholder participation but also provide the opportunity
for the project to become stakeholder-led through opening up
membership of the Action Group to representatives of the local
residents.

Official Graffiti in
Hebden Bridge –
Incorporating a
professional
upgrade of
contributions from
the playground’s
young
stakeholders.

d) To appoint a Project Manager to oversee the
development on a day-to-day basis.

Inspired Communities

5.0 Delivery and Management
5.2 Community Engagement
Community engagement with sustainable development
embraces issues wider than the geographical space within
which a project takes place. Concern with social justice and
inclusiveness should be reflected in the programme’s ability
to accommodate the differences and diversity that
necessarily exist among the residents of a market town such
as Hebden Bridge (Evison with Roe, 2009). It has been
argued that, whilst understanding these diverse “lifeworlds”
is enormously difficult, planning for the local environment
demands that those engaged in the process tackles the
ways in which people live, work, and socialise in relation to
one another and to their ‘shared place’ if it is to form a
constructive programme that is not insensitive to people’s
interests and values (Healey 2006, page 98).

The Tourist Information Centre could play a role in disseminating
information on the aims, values, and progress of the project,
widening its appeal, support and involvement. Action Group
members leading presentations at the various centres where
community institutions meet (social centres, schools, places of
worship) can contribute to the widening of the engagement and
spreading more widely the sense of ownership of the project by
the local community.
The community engagement process completes the Yorkshire
Forward’s first stage of ‘renaissance’ in that it marks a re-think of
the approach to community planning and development, within the
constraints of government and local policy, seeking to encompass
difference and diversity within its remit through its consultative
process and communication channels.
Community Engagement Strategy

The Visitor Information
Centre – community
engagement includes
accessibility to information
and involvement in the
project.

Effective use of the media of Upper Calderdale, such as the
Hebden Bridge Times, the Todmorden News and the Halifax
Evening Courier, provides an important channel of
communication for reaching and involving the local
community. Hebden Bridge web is an internet site offering
the opportunity of continual update of progress in the
project. It additionally offers a forum in which ongoing
suggestions about the work and the shaping of place can be
aired, debated and developed.

a) The Community Action Group’s research to include the reasons
behind local disquiet over previous planning proposals.
b) A Community Planning Event to be held to share the outline
vision of the Project and to invite the sharing of concerns, ideas
and alternative/additional proposals raised. A follow-up event to
share the Action Group’s responses to be held and invite
participation.
c) The Action Group to identify and seek to engage with local
community organisations are their various meetings and events to
present the Project and invite comments and participation.
d) The Action Group to liaise with the local media for the
publication of regular up-date bulletins, information and appeals.
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5.0 Delivery and Management
5.3 Funding
In its programme delivery for the community renaissance
process, Yorkshire Forward identifies investment
management as the stage in the project development
process termed ‘remaking’. An Investment Management
Plan (IMP) would be developed. The purpose of the IMP
would be to identify the priorities facing a community
development and to quantify recommended projects. In the
case of the Hebden Bridge Project it would be the task of
the Community Action Group, through its engagement with
community and partners, to show through its listening and
research how it has understood the local area and
recognised the needs and opportunities into which the
Project will tap.

Investing in the local
community means
understanding through
engagement.

Understanding that funding is likely to be for fixed periods,
whether for shorter or longer term, one of the main objectives
must be to prepare the Project for a self-financing future. This, in
itself, will require a long-term commitment on the part of the
community to keep the project fresh, dynamic and continually selfrenewing to generate and maintain long-term public enthusiasm
and support.
One key group that would need to be involved with the Project
would be the Community Foundation for Calderdale . The
Community Foundation Network is responsible for £50m funding
nation-wide, managing funds from individuals, businesses and
other donors looking to support causes within their local areas.
The organisation manages funding and support programmes both
for small community groups and for larger organisations.

Renaissance Friends, as part of the Yorkshire Forward Renaissance
Programme, would be another key group for inclusion in the work
of the Project. Renaissance Friends have already been involved in
projects in Hebden Bridge. They see their role as “to fill deficits –
not to duplicate or displace the work of others”. Their expertise in
advising on funding, on materials, and on the approach to
delivering the project will be invaluable. The Friends provide a
space for the “exchanging of ideas, information, project details,
processes, problems”.
The support of the Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council and
Hebden Town Council will be crucial for stimulating local interest
and involvement, for providing a network of partnerships, and for
providing – and linking up to – sources of funding.

The objectives of attracting investment funding will be
various. The Project will be aiming, not only for the
improvement of the physical environment, but also for the
building up of a community resource through which skills
may be gained, community cohesion strengthened, and
local people empowered to be more involved in the running
of their own community.

Sundial – time and space
required for drawing
involvement and attracting
investment in the town.
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5.3 Funding

5.4 Monitoring and Evaluation

Funding may likewise be available through The Rural
Enterprise Investment Programme. Its areas of expertise
and interest include rural micro-business ventures and
tourism.

Policy, strategy and delivery skills are linked together by Yorkshire
Forward under the project development’s process of ‘regaining’.
In reflecting on the project for Hebden Bridge this process can be
constituted as the way in which the local community ‘regains’ its
place in guiding the direction in which its ‘space’ is developed and
its ‘place’ formed.

Funding Strategy
a) The Community Action Group will appoint a funding subgroup chaired by a similarly appointed Project Investment
Advisor who will have the responsibility of delivering the
funding strategy. The Project Manager should be a member
of this group.
b) The funding sub-group will advise on and liaise with
potential sources of funding.
c) The funding sub-group will be responsible for the
production of an Investment Management Plan to be agreed
with the Community Action Group.
d) The funding sub-group will provide monthly operational
and quarterly strategy reviews to the Community Action
Group.

Monitoring is about on-going evaluation, ensuring the regular
collection and analysis of information that keeps the ‘big picture’
in view and assesses how the on-going development is
contributing to attaining the objectives set by the project’s
challenges. It allows those participating actively in its realisation to
‘tell the story’ of the formation of their ‘place’ and provides a
space within which all those affected by and interested in the work
are kept informed and are encouraged to be partners in the
project. Monitoring also ensures that the delivery of the project is
giving value for money and that the criteria set by the project’s
financial backers are being met.
CABE describes monitoring in terms of on-going evaluation (see
www.cabe.org.uk and the ‘Sea Change’ project). Decisions can be
taken as the project develops, allowing flexibility in the shaping of
future projects that emerge as new possibilities. The performance
of participants and stakeholders is recorded and improvements
highlighted that can be achieved through the development of skills
in training and practice. Progress and monitoring reports provide
the opportunity for the local community and other stakeholder
groups to reflect on the results of the work, possible ways forward
and on unexpected outcomes.
The Rochdale Canal at
Hebden Bridge:
Monitoring and evaluation
process maintains direction
in the project delivery.

Inspired Communities

5.0 Delivery and Management
5.4 Monitoring and Evaluation
The monitoring and evaluation process therefore has three
aims: to allow participants in the work to tell the story; to
allow stakeholder groups and partners to assess the
progress of development and any on-going needs; and to
secure the long-term sustainability of the project.

Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy
a)
The Project Manager will be responsible for the
recording of work carried out by participants through photodiaries, reports, newspaper coverage etc and for their
presentation by participants to the quarterly strategy review
meeting of the Community Action Group.
b)
The Project Manager will report monthly to the
Community Action Group on staff performance and
feedback, visitor footfall, and customer satisfaction.
c) The funding sub-group will provide monthly operational
and quarterly strategy reviews to the Community Action
Group.
d) The funding sub-group will meet quarterly with financial
partners prior to the quarterly strategy review meeting of
the Community Action Group. This meeting will allow for the
presentation of a financial and project performance report
to be made. Decisions taken and targets adjusted or set to
be reported back to the Community Action Group.
e) The Community Action Group will be responsible for
securing the long-term sustainability of the project through
the monitoring and evaluation process. The stability of the
funding years should be used to prepare for the long-term
financial future and the initial enthusiasm of partners,
workers and volunteers should be nurtured. The monitoring
process will record changes needed to make this strategy
successful.
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Appendix 1 – Relevant Strategic Policies
CALDERDALE UPD POLICIES RELATING TO HEBDEN BRIDGE

Policy BE 23

Policy BE 18

Archaeological Sites of Regional Importance (Heptonstall Churchyard)

Development within Conservation Areas (Hebden Bridge CA)

Class II Sites of regional importance will be preserved where possible. When
development affecting such sites is acceptable in principle, mitigation of damage
will be sought through preservation of the remains in situ as a preferred
solution.When in situ preservation is not justified, the developer will be required to
make adequate provision for recording before or during development. Appropriate
protective and mitigation measures will be secured by planning condition and/or
legal agreement.

The character or appearance of Conservation Areas, defined on the
Proposals Map, will be preserved or enhanced. New development and
proposals involving the alteration or extension of a building in or within the
setting of a Conservation Area will only be permitted if all the following
criteria are met:i.the form, design, scale, methods of construction and materials respect the
characteristics of the buildings in the area, the townscape and landscape
setting;

Policy E 1

ii.the siting of proposals respects existing open spaces, nature
conservation, trees and townscape/roofscape features;

Within the defined Primary Employment Areas as shown on the Proposals Map,
development proposals within Use Classes B1, B2 and B8 will be permitted provided
that the proposed development:-

iii.it does not result in the loss of any open space which makes an
important contribution to the character of the Conservation Area or
features of historic value such as boundary walls and street furniture; and
iv.important views within, into and out of the area are preserved or
enhanced.
Policy BE 21
Protection of Locally Designated Historic Parks and Gardens
(Calder Holmes Park, Hebden Bridge, Castle Carr, above Hebden Bridge)
Development proposals that would harm the character, appearance, setting
or the enjoyment of Locally Designated Historic Parks and Gardens will not
be permitted unless it can clearly be demonstrated that there are reasons
for the proposal that outweigh the need to safeguard the site. Proposals
that appropriately restore or enhance Locally Designated Historic Parks and
Gardens will be supported.

Primary Employment Areas

i.relates well in scale and character to the locality;
ii.does not create any unacceptable environmental, amenity, safety, highway or
other problems;
iii.is accessible by good quality public transport as existing or with enhancement
and offers pedestrian and cycle access; and
iv.is consistent with other relevant UDP policies.
Any proposals for other employment uses, which can include retail or leisure uses,
will be determined having regard to the criteria in this policy and other applicable
UDP policies.
Policy E 3
Sites Allocated for Employment Use.

Policy BE 22

The following sites are allocated to provide land for employment purposes within
Use Classes B1 to B8 and are shown on the Proposals Map.

Archaeological Sites of National Significance (Old Church of St
Thomas, Old Bridge-Old Gate, Wayside Cross-Tinker Cross)

Proposals within Use Classes B1 to B8 will be permitted provided that the proposed
development:-

There is a presumption in favour of the physical preservation in situ of
Class I archaeological sites and Class II Sites of unscheduled national
importance and their settings. Development that would have an adverse
effect upon these sites will not be permitted.

i.does not create any unacceptable environmental, amenity, safety, highway, or
other problems;
ii.is not for piecemeal development that would prejudice the comprehensive
development of the site; and
iii.is consistent with other relevant UDP policies.
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Appendix 1 – Relevant Strategic Policies (cont)
Proposals for employment uses not within Use Classes B1 to B8 will only be
supported in exceptional circumstances where the proposal is justified and
complimentary (in terms of size and function) to Use Classes B1 to B8.
Proposals for other non-employment uses will be resisted.

Policy EP 11

Policy E 19

An applicant proposing development within an area of potentially unstable land or a
site bounded by potentially unstable land will be required to prepare a stability
report, assessing the nature and scale of any stability problems and identifying any
measures required to overcome the problems, and submit the findings to the
Council for consideration. Development will not be permitted unless there are
acceptable proposals for remedying any identified problems.

Regeneration Priority Areas in the Upper Calder Valley.
Regeneration Priority Areas in the Upper Calder Valley are shown on the
Proposals Map to stimulate vibrant mixed-use developments. Initiatives for
improvements to infrastructure, the environment and the stock of land and
buildings will be supported in order to improve economic and social
prospects in the area. Development proposals should be focused towards
benefiting the whole community and should not focus solely on residential
use.
The boundaries of the Regeneration Priority Areas are shown on the
Proposals Map with the exception of Hebden Bridge where the Town Centre
designation makes provision for the proposed regeneration.
Upper Calder Valley Renaissance Strategy (Hebden Bridge):

To create a series of high quality public spaces and routes that improve the
pedestrian environment and bolster economic performance of the town
centre as well as acting as a focus for the town by providing space for
markets, festivals and the outward expression of creativity.
Policy EP 6
Dangerous Substance Establishments
The following dangerous substance establishments are shown on the
Proposals Map:i.

Buildings:-

a. None in Hebden Bridge
ii

High pressure gas pipelines:-

e. Hebden Bridge/Mulcture Hall Road. (Transco Index No. 1925)
f. Mulcture Hall/Whitehall Road (Transco Index No. 1931)
The Council will consult the Health and Safety Executive on appropriate
development proposals within the consultation zones. Where development
proposals within the consultation zones could, in the view of the Health
and Safety Executive, result in an unacceptable risk to public health and
safety or have a harmful effect on areas of particular natural sensitivity or
interest (including areas of ecological value), then they will not be
permitted by the Council. Where development is judged to be acceptable,
conditions and/or planning obligations may be attached to maintain an
appropriate buffer between the conflicting land-uses or to control the
possible impact of the development.

Development on Potentially Unstable Land
Areas of potentially unstable land are defined on the Proposals Map.

Permission for acceptable development will be conditioned to ensure the approved
remediation measures are completed prior to the commencement of any
development.
Policy EP 12
Protection of Water Resources
Development will not be permitted if:i.it would adversely affect the quality of water resources by means of pollution; or
ii.it would delay or prevent schemes to improve river quality; or
iii.it would adversely affect habitats and species dependent on the aquatic
environment.
Where development is permitted, the authority will where appropriate make use of
conditions and/or planning obligations to ensure the maintenance of water quality.
Policy EP 13
Development Involving Non-Mains Drainage
Development proposals, which lie beyond the limits of the public sewerage system,
will not be permitted unless the applicant can demonstrate, through the submission
of a Drainage Assessment, that there will be no adverse effect on the environment,
amenity and public health. Cesspools will not be regarded as an acceptable solution
for non-mains drainage.
Where development is permitted, the Council will, where appropriate, make use of
conditions or planning obligations to ensure the land and buildings are not brought
into use before pollution controls are fully operational.
Policy EP 14
Protection of Groundwater
Ground and surface water will be protected. Development will not be permitted if
the drainage from it poses an unacceptable risk to the quality or use of surface or
ground water resources.
Applicants will need to demonstrate that adequate foul and surface water drainage
infrastructure is available to serve the proposed development and that ground and
surface water is not adversely affected.
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Policy EP 15

Policy EP 18

Development Alongside Waterways

Development Behind Flood Defences

Development proposals alongside canals and rivers should maintain or,
where practical, make a positive contribution to their recreational, tourist or
environmental value by:-

Development behind flood defences will not be permitted on land liable to flooding
unless the standard of defence is appropriate and sufficient to safeguard the
development. Where development is permitted in areas with an inadequate
standard of protection, appropriate increased protection will be required prior to the
commencement of development.

i.retaining and/or improving public access, including access by disabled
people, to and alongside the waterside, with, where feasible, new rights of
way, with cantilevers where appropriate;
ii.opening up the waterside where possible, and subject to conservation
and other UDP considerations, by the orientation of frontages towards the
waterside;
iii.retaining and/or improving the potential for navigational use;
iv.conserving the ecological and heritage value of the waterway and its
surroundings;
v.conserving the character and setting of the waterway; and
vi.incorporating appropriate quality landscaping.
Policy EP 16
Protection of Washland and Functional Floodplain
Within the designated washlands shown on the Proposals Map and other
areas of functional floodplain, new development and extensions of existing
uses will not be permitted.
Exceptionally, some recreation, sport, amenity and essential infrastructure
uses which are considered appropriate will be permitted provided:i.there would be no harm to the function of the washland or floodplain;
ii.the use would not be at serious risk from flooding itself; and
iii.adequate flood mitigation and flood warning measures are in place.
Policy EP 17
Protection of Indicative Floodplain
In areas of flood risk identified as indicative floodplain by the Environment
Agency, development will not be permitted unless:i.the site lies within an area which is already substantially developed;
ii.it would not increase the risks of flooding both on site and further
upstream and downstream;
iii.it would not be at risk of flooding itself, particularly in respect of its
impact on the occupiers of the site;
iv.it would not impede access to a watercourse for maintenance;
v.it would provide adequate flood mitigation and flood warning measures;
vi.provisions are made for adequate access/egress in times of flood.

Policy EP 19
Development Outside Floodplains
A limited number of developments outside the 1 in 1000 year indicative floodplain
will require a Flood Risk Assessment incorporating Sustainable Drainage Systems.
As a minimum the assessment will consider flood risk from:i.groundwater flooding;
ii.local flooding due to overland flow;
iii.run-off exceeding the drainage network capacity; and
iv.flooding from existing minor water courses.
Policy EP 20
Protection from Flood Risk
Development will not be permitted if it would increase the risk of flooding due to
surface water run-off or obstruction, unless agreements are in place which allow
the carrying out and completion of necessary works before the development is
brought into use.
Policy EP 21
Developments Involving Watercourse Improvements
Where downstream works or improvements to a watercourse are required in order
to cater for development, approval will not be given unless agreements are in place
which allow for the carrying out and completion of the works before the
development is commenced.
Policy EP 22
Sustainable Drainage Systems
Where possible and appropriate, development proposals shall incorporate
Sustainable Drainage Systems. Where this is not appropriate and possible, an
acceptable alternative must be incorporated.
Policy EP 23
Culverting of Watercourses
Culverting of watercourses within or related to development sites will not be
permitted, unless it is essential for access across the watercourse.
In appropriate locations, development proposals should incorporate the reopening
of culverts.
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POLICY GNE 1

Policy NE 15

CONTAINMENT OF THE URBAN AREA

Development in Wildlife Corridors

A GREEN BELT WILL BE MAINTAINED AROUND THE MAIN BUILT-UP
AREAS. THE PLAN WILL SEEK TO RESTRAIN DEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE THE
URBAN AREAS THROUGH THE GENERAL EXTENT OF THE GREEN BELT.

Development will not be permitted in a Wildlife Corridor if it would:-

Policy H 2
Primary Housing Areas
Primary Housing Areas are defined in the main settlements of Calderdale as
shown on the Proposals Map. Within these areas proposals for new housing
on previously developed land will be permitted, along with changes of use
to housing and the improvement and extension of existing housing
provided no unacceptable environmental, amenity, traffic or other problems
are created and the quality of the housing area is not harmed, and
wherever possible, is enhanced. Proposals for new housing on vacant land
not previously developed and for other uses in Primary Housing Areas will
be assessed against the relevant UDP policies.

i.damage the physical continuity of the Corridor; or
ii.impair the functioning of the Corridor by preventing movement of species; or
iii.harm the nature conservation value of the Corridor.
Where necessary, Environmental Impact Assessments will be required to be
submitted with development or other proposals.
Where development is permitted the Council will make use of conditions or
planning obligations to:
a.minimise disturbance;
b.protect and enhance the site’s nature conservation value; and

Policy NE 12

c.where damage is unavoidable, require, where necessary, the developer to provide
new or replacement habitats so that the total ecological resource remains at or
above its current ecological level.

Development Within the Special Landscape Area

Policy S 6

Within the Special Landscape Area, development which would adversely
affect landscape quality will not be permitted. Special attention should be
paid to conserving and enhancing the visual quality and minimising the
environmental impact of development in the area through detailed
consideration of the siting, materials and design of the new development.

Primary Shopping Frontages

Policy NE 14
Protection of Locally Important Sites
Development that is likely to have an adverse effect on a Site of Ecological
or Geological Interest, Local Nature Reserve or Priority Habitat will not be
permitted unless it can be clearly demonstrated that there are reasons for
the proposals that outweigh the need to safeguard the nature conservation
value of the site. Where necessary, Environmental Impact Assessments will
be required to be submitted with development or other proposals. Where
development is permitted the Council will make use of conditions or
planning obligations to:
i.minimise disturbance;
ii.protect and enhance the site’s nature conservation value; and
iii.where damage is unavoidable, where appropriate require the developer
to provide new or replacement habitats so that the total ecological resource
remains at or above its current ecological value.
ECOLOGICAL SITES - Colden Clough, Hebden Bridge, Hardcastle Crags,
Hebden Bridge, Wood Hey, Hebden Bridge

In the Primary Shopping Frontages identified on the Proposals Map proposals for
the development/redevelopment or change of use of ground floor premises in retail
use (Class A1) to uses within Class A2 and A3 will be permitted unless they would
either:i.create a continuous frontage of more than two non Class A1 uses, or exceed 15m
of continuous frontage in non-Class A1 use; or
ii.result in more than about 15% of the total length of street frontage in any one
street of any one block being in non-Class A1 use.
Uses outside Classes A1, A2 or A3 will not be permitted.
Policy S 7
Secondary Shopping Frontages
In the Secondary Shopping Frontages identified on the Proposals Map proposals for
the development/redevelopment or change of use of ground floor premises in retail
use (Class A1) to uses not within Class A1 will be permitted unless they would
either:i.create a continuous frontage of more than three non-Class A1 uses, or exceed
21m of continuous frontage in non-Class A1 use; or
ii.result in more than about 30% of the total length of street frontage in any one
street of any one block being in non-Class A1 use.

GEOLOGICAL SITES - Foster Clough Delves, Hebden Bridge
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Policy T 13
Cycleways
The following routes are designated as cycleways:NCalder Valley Cycleway (National Cycle Network);
NHebble Trail/ Elland Wood Bottom Lane Link;
NWestern Halifax;
NOvenden Cycle Route;
NTriangle to Sowerby Bridge; and
NOld Lane, Halifax.
Where detailed route proposals are known these are shown on the
Proposals Map. However, there are some circumstances where the details
have not yet been determined. Therefore, there are some 'Corridors of
Interest' also shown on the Proposals Map.The detailed routes will be kept
clear of development to ensure that a continuous linear route is available
free of obstruction or other impediments. Along the 'Corridors of Interest',
the existence of the proposals for a cycleway will be a material
consideration in the determination of any planning application, in order to
ensure that the overall connectivity of the cycleway is assured. Planning
permission for development that may affect the integrity of the protected
cycle routes will only be permitted where arrangements are made as part
of the planning application for reasonable alternative routeing, which does
not disadvantage cyclists and is secured either through conditions or
through a planning obligation.
Policy T 27
Safeguarding Aerodromes and Air Traffic Technical Sites
Officially safeguarded areas have been established for Leeds/ Bradford
Airport and the Hameldon Hill Technical Site. Certain applications for
development will be the subject of consultation with the operator of the
aerodrome or technical site and restrictions in height, or detailed design of
buildings or development (likely to create a bird strike hazard) may be
necessary as set out in DfT/ODPM Circular 1/2003.

Regional Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire and the Humber to 2026 (May
2008) (RSS)
POLICY YH6 - Local service Centres and rural and costal areas
Local Service Centres and rural and coastal areas will be protected and enhanced as
attractive and vibrant places and communities, providing quality of place and
excellent environmental, economic and social resource. Plans, strategies,
investment decisions and programmes should:
1. Achieve a high standard of design that protects and enhances settlement and
landscape diversity and character
2. Support innovative means of accessing and delivering services
3. Retain and improve local services and facilities, particularly in Local Service
Centres
4. Support economic diversification
5. Meet locally generated needs for both market and affordable housing.
POLICY YH7: Location of development
A After determining the distribution of development between cities and towns in
accordance with policies YH4, YH5 and YH6, local planning authorities should
allocate sites by giving:
1. First priority to the re-use of previously developed land and buildings and the
more effective use of existing developed areas within the relevant city or town
2. Second priority to other suitable infill opportunities within the relevant city or
town
3. Third priority to extensions to the relevant city or town.
B In identifying sites for development, local planning authorities should adopt a
transport-orientated approach to ensure that development:
1. Makes the best use of existing transport infrastructure and capacity
2. Takes into account capacity constraints and deliverable improvements,
particularly in relation to junctions on the Strategic Road Network
3. Complies with the public transport accessibility criteria set out in Tables 13.8 and
13.9 and maximises accessibility by walking and cycling
4. Maximises the use of rail and water for uses generating large freight movements.
POLICY YH9: Green belts
A The Green Belts in North, South and West Yorkshire have a valuable role in
supporting urban renaissance, transformation and concentration, as well as
conserving countryside, and their general extent as shown on the Key Diagram
should not be changed.
B Localised reviews of Green Belt boundaries may be necessary in some places to
deliver the Core Approach and Sub Area policies.
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C The detailed inner boundaries of the Green Belt around York should be
defined in order to establish long term development limits that safeguard
the special character and setting of the historic city. The boundaries must
take account of the levels of growth set out in this RSS and must also
endure beyond the Plan period .
D A strategic review of the West Yorkshire Green Belt may be required to
deliver longer term housing growth as set out in Table 12.1 in locations that
deliver the Core Approach and the strategic patterns of development set
out in policy LCR1E.
E Green Belt reviews should also consider whether exceptional
circumstances exist to include additional land as Green Belt.

B Plans, strategies, investment decisions and programmes should promote tourism
in the following priority areas:
1. Coastal resorts - economic diversification while consolidating and upgrading
tourism facilities in ways which promote higher value activity, reduce seasonality
and support urban regeneration
2. Rural areas - where tourism and recreation can provide jobs for local residents of
a scale and type appropriate to their location.
3. Waterways – promoting tourism and associated development of an appropriate
scale and type along waterways in both urban and rural areas
4. Cities and Towns - Realise the potential of the heritage, leisure and cultural
assets by promoting their roles as modern, varied and colourful destinations of
choice. Local distinctiveness should be promoted, for example by encouraging use
of local produce and services by businesses and visitors
POLICY T2: Parking policy

POLICY E6: Sustainable tourism
A Local Authorities, Yorkshire Forward, Yorkshire Culture, the Yorkshire
Tourist Board, and other agencies should promote, support and encourage
tourism by adopting an overall approach which:
1. Recognises the sustainable growth of tourism as an integral contributor
to the economy and makes best use of indigenous resources and existing
tourism infrastructure
2. Promotes responsible investment in the quality of the tourism and
related services in order to provide a high quality experience, throughout
the year, for all segments of the market
3. Secures investment in local people skills and capacities in Yorkshire’s
tourism industry, making full use of the local labour supply to fill a range of
existing and new high quality jobs in the tourism sector
4. Supports local cultural distinctiveness and contributes to the quality of
life in the communities of the Region
5. Conserves and enhances the built and natural environment, particularly
internationally and nationally important biodiversity sites and high quality
historic environment, through effective visitor management
6. Integrates tourism activity with a viable transport infrastructure that
enables a realistic choice of travel mode to and within the region,
supported by a management regime that encourages greater use of public
transport by visitors

In order to help manage the demand to travel, support the use of public transport,
and improve the quality of place, the Region will have a consistent approach to
parking through:
A The use of maximum parking standards for new developments in line with, or
more restrictive than, Table 13.5. The maximum standards for the Regional Cities
and Sub Regional Cities and Towns are for all parts of those urban areas but in
some parts, including the city and town centres, significantly more restrictive
standards than set out in Table 13.5 should be applied.
B The use of on-street parking controls
C A progressive reduction in long stay parking (other than at railway stations to
serve rail users and at other locations serving a park and ride function) and transfer
of some spaces to short stay, subject to consideration of possible implications for
traffic congestion
D A reduction of on-street parking to maximise pedestrianisation with high quality
walking and cycling networks and environmental improvements
E Park and ride facilities, for both rail and bus modes, coupled with increased use of
public transport through service level improvements
F Consideration of charges on private non-residential parking
G Parking charges that are related to demand and to the strength of the local
economy, with differential pricing being used to discourage all-day parking
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